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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Examiner acknowledges receipt of amendment on 03/09/06. The arguments set 
forth in the response are addressed herein below. Claims 29-54 are pending, Claims 
29, 35, 41-43, & 49 have been amended, and Claims 1-28 have been canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 29-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Hughs-Baird et al. (US 6,981,635) in view of Bennett (US 6,251,013). 

Claim 29, 31-35, 41-43, & 46-49: Hughs-Baird discloses a slot gaming machine where 

a player initiates spinning video reels, by placing a wager. If the reels display at least 

two symbols on the same horizontal row, the game displays interaction between the 

symbols and a payout is awarded to the player. As such the game allows the player to 

select one or more of the interacting symbols via a touch screen (Col. 1:63-Col. 2:8; 

Col. 5:55-65). Referring to Figs. 5a-d, a player selects interacting symbol (80), and as a 

result the two symbols to the left of (80) transforms and an award is displayed in Fig. 5d 

(Col. 7:55-65). Also, the gaming device comprises of a display device, a wager 

acceptor device, a user input device (touch screen), and a processor and memory 

device for controlling all gaming functions of the gaming device including symbol 
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interactions (Col. 4:14:62, Col. 5:10-15). Hughs-Baird teaches all of the above 
limitations but excludes a payout based on the transformed symbol and at least one 
other symbol other than the interacting symbol and the transformed symbol. Bennett 
discloses a slot machine game where a sprite (interactive symbol) swaps symbols 
(transforms the symbols) and if any winning combinations occur a payout is paid to the 
player (Col. 5:25-33). The winning combinations include the transformed symbol and at 
least one other symbol other than the interactive symbol and transformed symbol (Figs. 
6a-c - Note: the swap symbols are on different pay-lines). Hughs-Baird discloses that 
gaming devices with a variety of symbols are well known (Col. 1 :44-45). Hughs-Baird 
also discloses that providing a gaming device with a gaming scheme which provides 
award for obtaining symbols that interact is exciting, pleasurable, and enjoyable to 
players, considering that one spin or one touch can bring instant failure or success (Col. 
7:30-35). Bennett discloses that gaming manufacturers are keen to devise games that 
are popular to improve sales. Bennett further discloses that providing complexity in 
numbering and combinations of indicia that could result in a win would convince a 
player that there is greater chance of winning and keeps their interest in the game (Col. 
1 :37-40; Col. 1:47-52). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of 
the invention to modify the interactive symbol gaming device, as taught by Hughs-Baird, 
with a payout based on all symbols (transformed and non-interacting/transformed 
symbols) on a particular pay-line, as taught by Bennett, to increase a player's interest 
and excitement and as a result sales will increase. 
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Claims 30 & 44: Hughs-Baird discloses displaying at least one interactive symbol 
arranged in at least one of the plurality of reels (Figs. 5a-d). 
Claim 31 & 45: Bennett discloses displaying at least one interactive symbol not 
arranged in the plurality of reels (Figs. 6a-c). 

Claim 36 & 50: Hughs-Baird discloses the gaming device has a program that 

automatically begins a secondary or bonus round when a player has achieved a 

qualifying condition or triggering event in the primary game (Col. 5:10-15). 

Claims 37 & 51: It is notoriously well known in the art to have triggering events to a 

feature game that comprise of amount of wager, maximum wager, etc. 

Claims 38-39 & 52-53: Hughs-Baird discloses that upon player selection of symbol 

(80) symbols (78), (82), and (80) interact/transform with each other. As a result, player 

is awarded a prize (Col. 7:55-65; Figs. 5a-d). 

Claim 54: Hughs-Baird discloses that the controller (processor and memory) includes 
program code for controlling the gaming device so that it plays a particular game in 
accordance with applicable game scheme and any applicable pay tables (includes pay 
award based on interacting and transforming symbols) (Col. 4:30-33). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments, see (Pgs. 9-1 1 Part A) filed 03/09/06, with respect to 
Claims 29-54 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The Double Patenting 
and Inventorship rejections of Claims 29-54 have been withdrawn. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The US Patent of Rothschild (6,786,818), Baerlocher 
(6,561,900), Rose (6,589,114), Kaminkow (6,731,313), the US PreGrant Pub.'s of 
Rogers (2003/0064802), and Visocnik (2004/0048646) all teach similar structured 
gaming devices with interactive symbols. The US PreGrant Publication of Gauselmann 
(2004/0092299) discloses player selectable payouts. The US Patent of Acres 
(6,319,125) teaches triggering events based on wager related data. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tramar Harper whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6177. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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EXAMINER 



